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pie answered and said unto Jesus, Be- 
hold, we have forsaken all, and fol- 
lowed thee; what shall we have therefore? 
And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto 
you, That ye which have followed me, in 
the regeneration when the Son of man shall 
sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall 
sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. And every one that hath 
forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or 
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive an 
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting 
life. —Saint Matthew XIX, 27- 29, 


WHAT IS MY VOCATION? 


Fv questions are more important; for 
on the answer depends all your happi- 
ness and well-being. Those who fail to find 
the answer are of all men the most miserable. 
This little book was written to help you find 
the answer. 


WHAT VOCATION IS 


HE Foundation of Vocation is to be 

sought in the fact of our creation. Nat- 
ural and Revealed Religion are at one in 
teaching us that nothing is made without a 
purpose. This is not only true of great 
things like the solar system with its multi- 
tude of heavenly bodies, or the great king- 
doms of the earth, animal, vegetable, mineral; 
but true of the life of each individual man, 
each separate woman. God has a place for 
every one, a special place; hard places for 
the strong, quieter works for timid retiring 
souls; all kinds of places, but never a soul 
in the world without its own place. 

This is Vocation. God calls forth the soul 
of every man and woman from the great 
fount of life with a purpose before it. To 
know this to be true; to realize this purpose; 
to yield the whole being to it; this is to be 
conscious of Vocation. 
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It is a great gift and a great joy to have 
this sense of Vocation. The Catechism ex- 
presses this same thought in the closing 
words of our duty to our neighbor—‘“And 
to do my duty in that state of life unto 
which it shall please God to call me.” This 
is indeed the foundation and sum of all 
things. 


CHRISTIAN VOCATION 


is Vocation is founded upon Creation, so 
the Christian Vocation begins at the 
moment when you are taken into the new 
creation, the Church, which is the Body of 
Christ. This Vocation has for its goal the 
union of your soul with God. Because of 
this Vocation, the Christian should further- 
more by his life reveal our Lord to the 
world, a world in which the will and pur- 
pose of God are largely forgotten. God 
calls by many ways, but all men and women, 
whatever their occupation, whatever their 
profession, are called to that holiness with- 
out which no man shall see the Lord. 


RELIGIOUS VOCATION 


6 ta the Christian who has recognized the 
Will of God and strives to live in fol- 
lowing His Will, there may come a further 
and special call, that which is spoken of as 
a Vocation to the Religious Life. 
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What is this Vocation? 

It is the loving invitation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to a closer union with Himself; 
it is a call to give all that we have and all 
that we are to Him who will not be out- 
done in generosity. The gift is sealed by 
the three vows of Poverty, Chastity, and 
Obedience, which are known as the Evangeli- 
cal Counsels, 

This gift is not merely for a time; the one 
who answers the Vocation to the Religious 
Life desires to “continue in the same unto 
his life’s end.” Although this call to the 
Religious Life is in one way greater than 
some others, yet Father Benson reminds us 

. . . This life is not a mere kind of spiritual 

aristocracy gathering about it all the refine- 

ment of the spiritual and ecclesiastical life, it 

is not a mere gathering of a few into a certain 

marked prominence of compact work. But it 

is a real dedication of the soul to God, part- 

ing with all that is in the world, rejoicing to 

be buried with Christ, pressing onward to the 
hidden verities and living in their power. 

Is this not too high an ideal? Yes, if the 
Religious depended on his own natural gifts 
and talents. But God will and does give 
the necessary grace to those who answer His 
call. 


THE THREE VOWS 


Hiya Sh the Religious Life is a special 
Vocation, it is not an abnormal one. 
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Sometimes people misjudge the Religious 
Life because they do not understand the 
three vows. Yet there are many in the 
world who for the love of their profession 
live in poverty, renounce all thought of 
marriage, and keep to a rigid routine life, 
some even placing themselves under the 
direction of a great scholar or scientist or 
musician. Why should not some Christians 
do the same for the love of God? Further- 
more, all who are called to be Saints—and 
this means every Christian — must live in 
the spirit of poverty, chastity, and obedience. 

Poverty, for example, is more than the 
absence of wealth. The true test is, How 
much does it mean to you? Our Lord re- 
minds us, “Where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also.” Nor did our Lord 
ever condemn riches as such. Only when a 
person’s possessions, be they ten cents or 
ten million dollars, come between him and 
God is there any real danger. A Religious 
who wishes with all his heart for money to 
use selfishly is violating the vow of poverty; 
a man of means who regards all that he has 
as a trust from God, and uses it for His 
glory is living in the spirit of poverty. 

For the Religious, poverty means the giv- 
ing up and putting away of everything be- 
longing to the world. In the Religious 
Life nothing belongs individually to man 
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or woman; their very clothes belong to the 
Society which they have joined, and they 
have only money given for actually necessary 
expenses in carrying out appointed work. 
All else, books or whatever they need, is 
only lent to them, and all is to be carefully 
preserved as belonging to God, and not to 
themselves. 

For the Religious, chastity means far more 
than the absence of husband or wife. And 
we hasten to add that the married state can 
and should be a shining example of the vir- 
tue of chastity. Our Lord spoke very plain- 
ly and without equivocation on this matter 
of purity. Good clean thinking is perhaps 
one of the greatest needs of today. For 
clean thinking means clear thinking, of 
which there seems to be a great lack in the 
world. 

The vow of Chastity does NOT bind the 
soul to a loveless existence. Indeed the vow 
of celibacy is taken because of love for God. 
As Father Benson says 

The soul which parts with wordly forms 
of intercourse and lies hidden with Christ, 
does not cease to love those who have a real 
claim on our love. None can love so truly as 
those whose love is most fully perfected in 

God. Though we can no longer indulge in 

many of the forms of natural association, yet 

we must learn to love with a greater, a super- 


natural love. The religious often seem cold 
to a secular person, but there is none who 
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loves more truly. The love of Christ teaches 

us to love all in Christ, to realize eternal 

grounds of love. 

Every Christian is bound to the virtue of 
obedience. There are the precepts of the 
moral law; there are the obligations which 
grow out of our membership in the Church. 

For the Religious, Obedience brings the 
will of God into every moment of life. 
Those called to, the Religious Life are gath- 
ered into Communities of men or women. 
In each there is a Superior who is to be 
obeyed. This third vow of obedience, which 
means the dedication of the will in every- 
thing which we are free to choose for our- 
selves, is the most important of all; for this 
is the vow by which we make the offering of 
our selves a complete gift to the good God; 
without this vow there can be no true Re- 
ligious Life. 

Of course there must be a time of testing 
before such vows are taken. First as a 
Postulant for some months, and then as a 
novice for two or three years; then, in many 
Communities, a time under annual vows, - 
during all which time the soul is proving 
itself and being proved by others. The 
Day of Profession alone binds the soul in a 
life-long vow to God. 

To him who perseveres this assurance is 
given: for poverty in spirit he will receive 
the riches of the kingdom of Christ, for 
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chastity he will receive the sustaining love 
of our Lord, and for obedience he will re- 
ceive the guiding hand of Him who 
humbled Himself and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the Cross. 


SOME CURIOUS MISCONCEPTIONS 


M‘Y look upon entrance into the Re- 
ligious Life as “A fleeing from the 
world” in the sense that the life offers an 
escape for those who are unable to stand 
the buffetings of ordinary life, and who thus 
withdraw from life’s struggles into a secure 
city of refuge, an ivory tower of lovely day 
dreams. But the Religious Life is certainly 
not a “fleeing from the world” in this sense; 
it is a fleeing from the evil in the world in 
order that we may better resist and fight that 
evil. It is neither an evasion of life’s responsi- 
bilities nor an escape from life’s struggles. 


And some regard the Religious Life as a 
useful asylum for those who have failed in 
life’s battle. It is sometimes seriously sug- 
gested to persons who have shown them- 
selves utterly unfitted for any useful occupa- 
tion that, as a last resort, they might enter 
the Religious Life. But failures and misfits 
outside will be shown to be even greater 
failures as Religious—where the battle is in 
many ways more severe. 
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Others regard the Religious Life as a 
remedy for the disappointed, or as a life 
selected by the self-willed and selfish. No- 
tions such as these would readily disappear 
after a short time spent under the actual 
discipline of the Religious Life. Merely 
“romantic” souls are quickly disillusioned 
after a short time in the novitiate, and as 
quickly retire. 

No, the Religious Life is a struggle to the 
death against spiritual enemies, and if we 
are to win the battle we must put on the 
whole armor of God. The call to Holy Re- 
ligion is a call to special watchfulness in 
the face of special danger; it is thus also a 
position of special honor and responsibility. 


IS GOD CALLING ME? 


Ho’ can I know whether God is calling 
me to a more intimate friendship with 
Him as a Religious? 


God does not call every one in exactly the 
same way. To some He speaks directly, as 
long ago He spoke to Samuel or the young 
Isaiah. To others he speaks through the 
Scriptures, as He did to Saint Anthony of 
Egypt and Saint Francis of Assisi; or He may 
speak through the word of some priest or 
sister, or some friend. 

Of course there are certain legitimate 
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hindrances. For example, aspirants must 
be free of all obligations of debt or of mar- 
riage. Again, the question of duty at home 
arises. A fair test to apply is that of mar- 
riage. “Could I rightly marry, and go away 
from home?” If the answer to this question 
be “Yes”, then in all probability there is 
freedom to test the call of God to the Re- 
ligious Life. 

Nor can we certainly know, if we are free 
to test our Vocations, whether God is call- 
ing us to serve Him as Religious until we 
have tested our vocation in some Religious 
Community. 

The following suggestions may be help- 
ful in doubtful cases. Do not look too 
much to natural inclinations. These may or 
may not coincide with God’s will. It is not 
always those whom people think most fitted 
whom God wants. God gives His grace to 
those whom He calls; whether He calls a 
timid soul to great responsibilities, or a 
strong proud soul to accept a lowly place. 
Want of faithfulness to a past call does not 
necessarily hinder; the call may have re- 
mained and borne fruit. Some think that 
the young man who went away sorrowful is 
the same who afterward, as Barnabas, having 
land, sold it, and laid the price at the 
Apostle’s feet. Of course delay may make 
things harder. 
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We must not want to know too much; we 
must trust God for the future, and not be 
too anxious to secure a way of retreat. We 
must not try obedience to God’s call ex- 
perimentally. | No—trustfully! Remember 
that God’s call, while it is continuous and 
progressive, leading from step to step, is 
also creative, creating within the whole 
being new faculties and powers by which 
that which seemed impossible becomes al- 
most easy. 

What if a long training is needed? It is 
so for any effective work in the world! We 
cannot just drift into anything and succeed! 

And lastly, a soul called by God must not 
fear men. We cannot always expect our 
nearest relatives to understand or accept 
God’s call for us! Nor must we fear over- 
much the grief that we may for a time give 
to those we love. That grief may be part of 
the discipline God in His wisdom appoints 
for them and for us. 


A WORD TO PARENTS 


ESSE offered the son he thought the best. 

Hannah gave her only one. Zacharias 
and Elizabeth the only one, the one so long 
prayed for. God will not be outdone in 
generosity ! 

It is a little strange that some who wish 
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there were more Sisters in the Church, more 
men dedicated to God in the Religious Life, 
yet seem to add a clause, “But they must be 
other people’s sons and daughters, not 
mine!” 


MY RESPONSE TO VOCATION 


ig is not enough to hear the voice of God 
calling me to serve Him as a Religious; 
that vocation must be answered in some 
particular Religious Community. And the 
right Community is almost as important as 
the fact of Vocation itself. Sometimes the 
impulse to one particular Community is very 
clear and definite. But this is not always 
the case. What then? 

In addition to the three vows, all Com- 
munities, whether of men or of women, 
have certain things in common; the daily 
praying of the Divine Office, corporate in- 
tercession, and other spiritual duties, to- 
gether with the necessary household duties. 

Yet each Community tends to have its own 
special emphasis. Men’s Communities, com- 
posed of both priests and laymen, do a 
variety of work. Some are devoted to 
prayer and manual labor; others to mission- 
ary and educational work; still others to the 
care of the sick and other works of mercy; 
the preaching of missions; conducting of 
Conferences and Retreats; priests function as 
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Confessors, Chaplains to Sisterhoods, 
Schools, Hospitals, Prisons, etc. 

Our Sisterhoods likewise have their 
special fields of work. For example, some 
are contemplative, emphasizing prayer and 
manual labor; some are devoted to parish 
and mission work; some to nursing and 
other works of mercy; some to education 
and the care of children. 

If you feel drawn to the Religious Life, 
yet are uncertain as to where you should try 
your vocation, consult your pastor, or your 
spiritual director, Visits might be paid to 
several communities; a retreat will often be 
of help in making this important decision. 

There is always one further test. The 
person to whom the call has apparently 
come must test it to see if it is really in 
harmony with God’s other calls. There 
must be evidence that the person is not out- 
stepping, so to speak, God’s will by any per- 
verse choice of his own. 

If the desire comes, but no opportunity is 
open to fulfil it, or if there is a positive duty 
that stands in the way, then it is clear that 
the time has not yet come, and you must 
wait before you can take any definite steps. 
If the obstacles remain, that will mean that 
the call was meant to deepen the life and 
bring it closer to God while abiding still in 
the place where the call came. The essence 
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of the Religious Life is the entire dedication 
of. the will to God; you are still free to make 
an entire dedication of yourself secretly to 
God. The virtues of poverty, chastity and 
obedience can still be practiced, even though 
you may not be free to take the vows. 
However the call may come, God does not 
force obedience. He only makes the call 
clear and leaves the will to act. Looking on 
the young man the Lord loved him, but He 
did not make him come. “If thou wilt be 
perfect”—and then He left him to choose. 


A WORD OF CAUTION 


| lee not let yourself be too greatly at- 
tracted or repelled by any one particular 
person in a Community. The Community 
was called into being by God, who will sus- 
tain it as long as it serves the purpose for 
which it was founded. There will be out- 
standing persons, even living Saints in any 
Community; and unfortunately there may 
occasionally be some who fall short. The 
attraction should be to the ideals of the Com- 
munity, to the objectives for which it was 
founded, and not first of all to individuals 
who may be transferred, and who will per- 
haps die long before you do! 

“Suppose that I test my Vocation and find 
after a time that I have none. What then?” 
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Why you can leave, of course. It is no sign 
of failure to leave a Religious Order if you 
have no Vocation; it simply means that God 
calls you to serve him elsewhere! 


HOW YOU CAN HELP THE RELIGIOUS 


| here epoms God may be calling you to 
fulfil your ultimate vocation, you can 
help further the cause of the Religious Life 
by your conversation, your alms, and your 
prayers. You will have many opportunities 
to tell others that there are Religious Orders 
in the Episcopal Church; the restored Re- 
ligious Life in the Anglican Communion is 
now in its second century, yet there are 
Churchmen who do not know of its existence. 
All Communities are dependent upon the 
alms of the faithful. Give generously when- 
ever and wherever you can. But above all 
ptay. Becoming associated in some way with 
a particular Community is invaluable. 
United by a common bond, its members are 
aided by your prayers and you by theirs. 


There is an Old Testament story in 
Exodus about Moses, Aaron and Hur. Once, 
when the Israelites were fighting against the 
Amalekites, Moses went up to the top of a 
hill some distance off to pray, taking with 
him Aaron and Hur. When Moses held up 
his hands Joshua and the Israelites pre- 
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vailed; when he let down his hands Amalek 
prevailed. Now Moses after a time grew 
tired, so Aaron and Hur stood on each side 
holding up his hands until the going down 
of the sun. Thus the Israelites prevailed. 
Your prayers are like the assistance given 
by Aaron and Hur. You help all Religious 
in their efforts. Pray that all may persevere 
to the end in their vocation; pray that all 
our Religious Communities may rightly fulfil 
the purposes for which they were founded. 


FOR RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES 


Let us pray that God may bless those serv- 
ing in Religious Communities, and that many 
may be called to this life and service. 


V. Show thou me the way that I should 
walk in. 


R. For I lift up my soul unto thee. 
Let us pray. 


O LORD Jesus Christ, who hast taught us 
that he who loseth his life for thy 
sake shall find it: Bestow, we pray thee, thine 
abundant blessing on those who have left all 
that they may give themselves to this ser- 
vice, and grant that those whom thou dost 
call may hear and obey thy voice, and re- 
ceive the manifold reward which thou hast 
promised in this time, and in the world to 
come life everlasting; who livest and reignest 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, world without end.. Amen. 


— The Scottish Book of Common Prayer 
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